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Velvet Revolution

POB 9576, Washington, DC 20016 

(301) 320 5921

Tom Craddick

Speaker  of the House

Austin, TX  78768

Re: Enforcement of Section 47 of the House Rules
October 4, 2007
Dear Speaker Craddick:

I am writing today to ask for your leadership in enforcing Section 47 of the House Rules regarding the improper casting of votes by members of the House for other members of the House.  According to a videotaped investigation by KEYE TV, members of the House have been engaging in the wholesale casting of votes for other members on a wide variety of issues.  The startling video (available here: http://youtube.com/watch?v=b-uorcf6Uzs) shows many members casting votes for others, some for up to four other members at a time. 

As I've sure you know, Section 47 of the House Rules specifically prohibits the casting of votes for other members. It states that such conduct can result in disciplinary action.  We are asking that you immediately inform the members of the House that casting votes for other members will not be tolerated and that you intend to hold those shown in the above mentioned video fully accountable for defying the rules of the legislature.
We believe that the casting of votes for other members is antithetical to a democratic institution such as yours.  How do we know that the other member wanted to vote the way their vote was cast in their absence?  Moreover, this practice constitutes a terrible example for the citizens of Texas who are repeatedly, and properly, told that each citizen may only cast one vote on election day. 
We also believe that this improper casting of votes constitutes fraud and conspiracy in violation of both Texas and Federal law because the issues being voted on concern state and federal funds. Accordingly, we have also written to Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and to the local and national FBI offices asking that they conduct criminal investigations into this blatant violation of the law.  

VelvetRevolution.us is a coaltion of over 140 organizations dedicated to clean, honest and transparent government.
Sincerely,
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Brad Friedman

Co-founder, VelvetRevolution.us
